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On behalf of the BCHIMPS Board of Directors I would like to welcome 
you to the Annual Fall Education Symposium. We have another talented 
group of volunteers this year working generously to bring you today’s 
program. We hope you will be pleased with our increased focus on 
delegate participation with our Guest Facilitator handling a number of 
Q&A periods throughout the day, and a completely interactive session 
planned for the afternoon. Our other esteemed presenters, along with a 
gregarious panel, should get all of our creative juices flowing.

Our theme today is Connecting the Care Continuum. Thanks very much 
to our members who came out to the “Theme Party” in August at Rogue 
for a rousing discussion about pressing healthcare issues. Your feedback 
was very helpful in guiding our event preparation process—and we 
saved a few of your ideas for the Spring! We learned that you were 
interested in what the government is up to, so we promise to continue 
to try to engage the Ministry of Health and the eHealth folks. We also 
learned that you want to hear more from the physician community 
and patients (our clients!), and you identified that communication is 
the number one barrier to reaching our provincial ‘Connecting’ goal. In 
addition, you told us we should try to learn from other jurisdictions. We 
heard you, and hope you will enjoy the interoperability session later this 
morning.  

Thank you to our sponsors who make this exchange of ideas possible.  
And to our partner organizations: eHITS, HRABC, COACH, IHT2 and 
Infoway.

And finally, thank you for coming today, and for your contribution to this 
community. If you are not already a member, please sign up—and tell 
your friends. Let’s amp up the communication in this province!  Together 
we can achieve great things.

            
Kate Culter, BCHIMPS 
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Thank you to our Sponsors
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BCHIMPS: British Columbia Health Information 
Management Professionals

Kate Culter, President

Rao Bandla, Past President

Candice Jiang, Vice President

Jude Rebello, Treasurer 

Brigitte Mettler, Secretary 

Diane Edlund, Director 

Alain Guez, Director 

Shannon Malovec, Director 

 

Board of Directors

Physician Advisor to Conference Planning Committee
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 Dr. Mike Figurski

 Dr. Ronald Michael Figurski has been a full service family physician for over 
25 years. His training includes a BSc(hons) from University of Windsor, MD 
from University of Manitoba, Diploma of Anesthesia and ICU from University 
of Manitoba, Anesthesia R2 fellowship from UCLA, Certified Aviation Medical 
Examiner, and over 20 years experience in Emergency and Sports Medicine.  
As former Chief of Staff for Churchill Hospital in Manitoba, and former lone 
anesthetist for Inuvik, his goal has always been to provide comprehensive 
medical service to his community, and improve access to health care in 
underserviced and remote areas.

 Dr. Figurski is CEO of Vistacan, a health software company using open source 
medical applications to improve patient care by giving patients full access 
to their medical information and allowing them to share and review that 
information as they see fit.
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BCHIMPS: British Columbia Health Information Management Professionals
Our Mission is to promote understanding for the effective and efficient exchange and use of information, 
and information technologies, within BC’s health care environment by:

• Providing a forum for the exchange of ideas, concepts and developments in BC’s health  
informatics field

• Assuming a leadership role in advising policy and decision makers
• Building an information resource reference and coordinating an expertise pool
• Providing guidance for the standardization of health informatics projects
• Informing and communicating, as well as educating and promoting Health Information Management 

in an environment of innovation and emerging technologies
• Providing a forum for member participation in relevant health care initiatives
• Enabling the sharing of experience, expertise and networking opportunities
• Entering into partnerships with provincial, national and international Health Information 

Management Associations and/or groups with a view to enable active member participation
• Fostering professional development in Information Management in BC healthcare

For more information, please visit bchimps.org

About Us

Become a Sponsor

Annual Sponsorship: Gain a year-round presence with BCHIMPS and a direct connection with 
our membership. Contribute topics for consideration in our event planning process and host 
small gatherings with members on topics of interest.

Event Sponsorship: Gain visibility at a BCHIMPS event, while choosing from several levels of 
sponsorship to fit any budget.

For more information, please visit bchimps.org

our

bchimps.org



7:30 am - 8:30 am Registration and Continental Breakfast 

8:30 am - 8:40 am Welcome Remarks
 Kate Culter – President, BCHIMPS
 
8:40 am - 9:40 am Keynote Address 
 Dr. Louis Francescutti – Physician and Storyteller

9:40 am - 10:40 am Mobile Health for Patient Engagement:  
What is it? Can we accelerate its use in BC?

 Janice Cunningham – Consultant 

10:40 am - 11:00 am Networking Break

11:00 am - 12:00 pm Interoperability – Lessons From Other Jurisdictions
 Jitin Asnaani – Executive Director, CommonWell Health Alliance

12:00 pm - 1:00 pm Networking Luncheon

1:00 pm - 2:15 pm Executive Leadership Panel: Planning to Build a Better Delivery System Across 
the Care Continuum! 

 Moderator:  Linda Miller – Former Executive Director, CHIEF & Former Deputy   
 Minister, Alberta Health and Wellness

 Panelists:  Carla Gregor – Vice President, Acute Speciality Services, PHSA 
  Preston Guno – Provincial Director, Indigenous Cancer Care, BCCA 
  Ray Simkus – Family Practice Physician, Health information  
  Standards Development Participant

2:15 pm - 2:35 pm Networking Break

2:35 pm - 3:15 pm Health Informatics in Canada: A Few Simple Questions
 Julie Kim – Assistant Professor, Simon Fraser University 

3:15 pm - 4:15 pm The Year 2045: Looking Back to the Future of BC’s Innovative  
Continuing Care Sector     

 Daniel Fontaine – CEO, BC Care Providers Association

4:15 pm - 4:30 pm Prize Draws, Evaluation & Closing Remarks
  
4:30 pm - 6:30 pm Networking Social at the Fairmont Arc Bar!

Agenda
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 Yoel Robens-Paradise, Vice President, Clinical and Systems Transformation and 
Lower Mainland Health Information Management (FHA, PHC, PHSA, VCH)

 
 Yoel Robens-Paradise is PHC’s vice president of Clinical and Systems 

Transformation and Lower Mainland Health Information Management. He 
provides organization-wide executive leadership for strategic direction for the 
CST project and is accountable for Health Information Management strategy, 
policy and executive level oversight of all HIM operations at Vancouver Coastal 
Health, Provincial Health Services Authority, Providence Health Care and 
the Fraser Health Authority. Yoel has formerly worked as the HIM Executive 
Director, Director of Health Records Services for Providence Health Care, and 
held the portfolio of Privacy Officer. He was previously Project Director for 
the Regional Evaluation of Surgical Indications and Outcomes, and was the 
Director of Evaluation for the Vancouver Richmond Health Board. He managed 
the Center for Clinical Effectiveness at Henry Ford Health System in Detroit, 
and was a Project Manager for Columbia University at Harlem Hospital in New 
York. He received his Masters in Public Administration and Health Policy from 
Columbia University in 1992 and a triple major bachelors of arts from University 
of Wisconsin Madison. He serves on the Douglas College Health Information 
Sciences Advisory Board, and the Allocations Committee for the Greater 
Vancouver Jewish Federation. He also enjoys playing street soccer with Covenant 
house. Yoel strives to be a values-based leader; emphasizing transparency, 
public accountability, respect and a focus on client/customer service. 

Guest Facilitator

  
Secure 
eHealth
Solutions
• Secure eMail
• Secure eReferral
• Secure eForms 
• Access to PharmaNet
• MedRec
• Medical Billing
 • Encounter
 • Fee for Service

800-737-3771
medi.net

• Secure Medinet Mail



8:40 am – 9:40 am Keynote Address: Dr. Louis Hugo Francescutti, MD, PhD, MPH, FRCPC, FACPM

 Dr. Louis Francescutti is an emergency and preventive medicine physician at the 
Royal Alexandra Hospital in Edmonton. He is a professor at the University of 
Alberta and a frequent national health columnist. He has given over a thousand 
presentations world-wide on the topic of injuries. In 2011, he was appointed as 
Honorary Colonel of 1 Field Ambulance Edmonton. In 2011, he was selected by 
Alberta Venture as one of Alberta’s most influential people. Dr. Francescutti is 
Past-President of the Royal College of Physicians and Surgeons of Canada and the 
Canadian Medical Association. 

 

9:40 am – 10:40 am Mobile Health for Patient Engagement:  
What is it? Can we accelerate its use in BC? 

 This discussion provides a framework for exploring mobile health strategies for 
patient and population health engagement. Validated examples will be reviewed 
profiling advances to date and immediate opportunities for implementation 
in BC.  Applying lessons learned from here in Canada, the US and overseas, 
strategies will be explored for improving our care delivery system while 
controlling for risk and resource impact.

 Speaker: Janice Cunnigham, Consultant

 Specializing in population engagement and mobile health, Janice works 
with health and technology organizations to translate ideas for connected 
health into reality. Her work, academics and speaking engagements focus on 
strategic planning and partnerships, aging-in-place, proving in new concepts 
and commercialization – designing for scale and sustainability. Janice holds an 
MPH (2010), has 20 years’ experience delivering new communication services 
throughout Canada, the US and overseas and was a guest lecturer on mHealth 
program design at Johns Hopkins Bloomberg School of Public Health from 2011-
2014 before returning to Canada in 2015. 

Presenters
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11:00 am – 12:00 pm Interoperability – Lessons from Other Jurisdictions

 Despite several years of hype and activity, effective health data exchange seems 
to be elusive. Jitin will share a framework for thinking through the components 
of effective health data exchange and explain how CommonWell Health Alliance 
is managing those various components in the US.

 Speaker: Jitin Asnaani, Director, School of Health Information Science 
University of Victoria

 
 Jitin Asnaani is the first Executive Director of CommonWell Health Alliance. Prior 

to CommonWell, Jitin was at Athenahealth, and was responsible for building out 
their interoperability and population health services. Previously, Jitin had been 
appointed to the Office of the National Coordinator for Health IT (ONC). Jitin 
continues to advise the federal government as a member of the national Health 
IT Standards Committee (HITSC). Jitin has a Bachelor’s degree in Computer 
Science & Engineering from MIT and a Masters in Business Administration from 
Harvard Business School.

1:00 pm – 2:15 pm Executive Leadership Panel:  Planning to Build a Better Delivery System Across 
the Care Continuum!  

 
 The challenge of improving care across the continuum is not new. While many 

attempts have been made, widespread adoption of most care coordination 
initiatives have not created the necessary disruptive change to the system that 
continues to be embedded in silos. This panel will provide insights into what 
we’re doing across BC to build innovative and effective methods of delivering 
healthcare across the continuum. You will have an opportunity to ask open 
ended questions during this interactive and exciting session. 

 Moderator: Linda Miller, Consultant, Former Health Deputy Minister - Alberta

 Recently, Linda was the Executive Director of Canada’s only Health Informatics 
Executive Forum, CHIEF. She also held the position of Executive Associate for 
Deloitte. As a former DM of Health for Alberta, Canada, she led the policy 
development arm of Alberta’s health system during a period of major transitional 
change. In addition, Linda has led a major change management initiative with 
the Provincial Electronic Health Record. Linda obtained her Masters of Health 
Services Administration, Baccalaureate Degree in Nursing and a Certificate in 
Information Technology Management from the University of Alberta.  

 

Presenters

Panel Session



10

 Panel: Carla Gregor, Vice President, Acute Speciality Services, PHSA
 
 Carla Gregor, Vice President, Acute Specialty Services Carla has worked in health 

care for 30 years, with 18 years of senior health care leadership experience in 
the public and non-profit sector in Alberta and BC. Prior to joining PHSA, Carla 
was the President and CEO of the Good Samaritan Society and a Vice President 
at Providence Health Care. She has provided leadership across the continuum of 
care including acute care, rehab, and residential  care, and in areas related to 
quality improvement and health information management. Carla has a Diploma 
in Psychiatric Nursing, and a BA and MBA from the University of Alberta.

 Panel: Preston Guno, Provincial Director Indigenous Cancer Care, BCCA 
 
 Preston is a member of the Nisga’a Nation and comes to us with an extensive 

background in working with First Nations communities throughout BC. Preston 
most recently has been the Executive Director with the Northern First Nations 
Child and Family Services Council where he was involved extensively in mobilizing 
the Northern Chiefs to become actively and strategically involved in child welfare 
and health matters. Prior to that Preston has worked with the BC Representative 
for Children and Youth Office and various community organizations in Vancouver. 

 Panel: Ray Simkus, Family Practice Physician, Health information Standards 
Development Participant

 As a Physician in general practice since 1977, Dr. Ray Simkus worked with a 
group to create an EMR in 1980. He was involved with beta testing Teleplan 

 I and II, and beta testing and consulting for a number of EMR vendors. He also 
participated in health information standards with Infoway, HL7, IHTSDO, Wonca 
International Classification Committee ISO, BC Ministry of Health and PITO. As 
an EMR user for 15 years, he has done presentations on EMR related issues at 
international conferences and published several papers.

Panel Session
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2:35 pm – 3:15 pm Health Informatics in Canada: A Few Simple Questions

 In this interactive session, simple questions from health informatics students  
are posed to YOU to answer. 

 Speaker: Julie Kim, Assistant Professor, Simon Fraser University 

 As a consultant and technology advisor, Julie has worked with over 50 public and 
private organizations in Canada and the US.  Julie holds a Bachelor of Science and 
Master of Engineering from the University of Waterloo. She is a PhD Candidate at 
the University of Victoria, focusing on benefits evaluation, implementation science, 
complex interventions, and electronic medical records.

3:15 pm – 4:15 pm The Year 2045: Looking Back to the Future of BC’s Innovative  
Continuing Care Sector

 Our society has changed a lot over the last 30 years. Around this time in 1985, 
planners were putting the finishing touches on Expo 86. Performing cataract 
surgery in less than 30 minutes was considered preposterous. An electronic 
medical record was something out of a science fiction movie.

 Daniel Fontaine invites you on a time journey looking ahead to the next 30 years 
to see what it will bring in terms of innovations to the continuing care sector. How 
will care homes gather, share and analyze electronic records? 

 Fontaine will transport you to the year 2045 in order to explore and discuss the 
characteristics of successful care providers that not only survived, but thrived 
in an increasingly innovative, high-tech and knowledge-based society. Strap on 
your seatbelts, jump in the Delorean and get ready to be transported back to the 
future!

 Speaker: Daniel Fontaine, CEO, BC Care Providers Association

 Daniel Fontaine is the Chief Executive Officer for the BC Care Providers Association 
in Vancouver. Over the course of his career he has worked in the private and not-
for-profit sectors as well as government.

 After obtaining a Bachelor of Arts degree in political science from the University of 
Manitoba, Fontaine went on to complete the Media Writing and Public Relations 
certificate from Langara College. He was appointed to the Board of Directors for 
Douglas College and served on the BC College of Psychologists from 2004-2010. He 
currently serves on the Board of SafeCare BC.

Presenters
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Digital Health Week
November 16 – 22, 2015 

eHITS Public Forum: Get Connected to Better Your Health!
November 19, 2015
6:00 PM – 9:00 PM
Vancouver Public Library - Alice MacKay Room 

Infoway Partnership Conference
November 24 – 25, 2015 
Sheraton Wall Centre, Vancouver, BC 

HIMSS16 – Tranforming Health Through IT
February 29 – March 4, 2016
Sands Expo, Las Vegas

BCHIMPS Annual Spring Education Symposium
March 18, 2016
Vancouver, BC

BCHIMPS Social and AGM
April 21, 2016
Vancouver, BC

e-Health 2016 
June 5 – 8, 2016
Vancouver, BC

Calendar of Upcoming Events


